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Functional Differences between Subject Offer in Mutual Assistant and Support in Rural

Area of Eastern Inner Mongolia

ZHAN JIN
Minami Kyushu Junior College

In the past Chinese village studies, it has been the mainstream to recognize that
organization characteristics and the cooperatives of the village is lacking and a village
community does not exist in Chinese rural society. This report has a critical opinion
towards this recognition and investigated it through examining the agricultural area in
Inner Mongolia eastern part. By having performed on site investigation and a survey
using of 126 households of the G village on six items of mutual assistant and support,
the following conclusions were provided.

Unlike Japanese rural societies, the shared territorial bonding-related role is different
from relationship on a financial loan, in Chinese rural societies. A relative achieves a
guarantee function, and the household having a relative is easy to get financial aid from
another person from a household which does not last. However, about an aid function,
we can find for a household having a relative, the financial aid got from a relative does
not be found more than that from non-relatives. Guaranteed by relationship, and most
deeply influenced items are aid of farming and shopping. The characters of the aid of
these two items have strong value of exchange, but because they are related to stability
of living, a guarantee function by a relationship is required. Though baby-sitter, care of
the elderly, and other housework are home labor, a tendency of depending on
non-relatives than relatives can be strongly seen. In particular baby-sitter and the other
housework have the character of "a lighthearted help" carried out among neighborhood
fellows routinely. That makes them have a strong character of value exchange.

Because this report is an investigation for one village of Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region that has a Chinese minority race area, it cannot be said that as a result it
represented a Chinese rural area. However, we may be able to say that, the friend
relationship relations show the function that cannot be ignored, if we pay attention to
various relationships when thinking about a framework of mutual assistant and
support in rural areas. Therefore, the understanding of friend relationship relations will
become indispensable when building a framework of village community characteristics,

and the mutual assistant and support in the Chinese rural societies.



